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Effects of Similarity in Neuroticism

on Interpersonal Attraction

Tadashi TOZUKA, Akira UEKITA, and Tsutomu KARINO

Proféssional Teaching Course, Chiba Institute of Science

Byrne & Nelson (1965) reported that similarity of attitudes promoted attraction toward
object person. So dose the similarity of neuroticism considered as a negative trait promote
attraction of object person? The purpose of this study was to examine the effects of
similarity in neuroticism on interpersonal attraction. Participants were Japanese
university students (V = 130). Independent variables of this study were participant’s
neuroticism (high and low), participant sex (male, female), described person’s neuroticism
(high and low), and described person’s sex (male, female). After responding to neuroticism
questionnaires, participants evaluated attractions of 4 described persons. The results of
ANOVA showed following facts. 1. Similarity of neuroticism did not promote attraction of
described person. 2. High neuroticism participants evaluated described person more
attractively than low neuroticism participants. 3. Described male person with high
neuroticism was evaluated more attractively than described female person with high
neuroticism.
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