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Organizational wrongdoing is a well-known phenomenon and a serious social issue nowadays. In order to explore the 
factors of organizational transgressions, circumstance explanation and locus of control tendencies were examined. 
Japanese college students (N=95) were asked to assume that they are in a difficult circumstance in which they are taking 
an important examination, but they were not well prepared because of teacher's instruction and friend's invitation to 
entertainment. They were asked to rate the reasons of this difficult circumstance and the extents of thinking of cheating, 
the possibility of cheating, and the badness of cheating. The results showed that the reason rating of teacher or friend has a 
positive relationship with the rating of motivation of cheating and the rating of cheating possibility. However, no 
significant relationship has been found between locus of control tendencies and cheating. These findings are discussed in 
a framework of organizational transgression prevention. 
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