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Effects of Threat Appeal Persuasion  
on Freeter Avoidance Intension 
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Department of Risk and Crisis Management System, Faculty of Risk and Crisis Management,  

Chiba Institute of Science 

The purpose of this study was to explore the effects of threat appeal technique and persuader’s 
coercive attitude on freeter avoidance persuasion. Freeter refers to people between the age of 15 
and 34 who lack full time employment or are unemployed, except students and housewives. 
Independent variables were threat (high or low) and pressure (high or low). Two hundred 
university students were assigned to one of eight experimental groups. After all participants were 
asked to respond to prior questionnaires, experimental groups were exposed to persuasion 
messages. Furthermore, they were asked to respond to posterior questionnaires. The results of 
first ANOVA showed that impression for freeter was promoted by pressure. In other words, the 
higher pressure persuader had, the better participant’s impression for freeter. The results of 
second ANOVA showed that freeter avoidance intention were promoted by threat. In other words, 
the higher threat persuader appealed, the lower participant’s freeter avoidance intension. This 
research indicated that threat appeal technique had effect on freeter avoidance persuasion.  
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