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Perceptions of Self Aid, Mutual Aid and Public Aid in Earth Quake
Disasters among Elementary Schoolchildren’s Guardians:
A Survey Study in Asahi City in Eastern Japan.
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Perceptions of Self Aid, Mutual Aid and Public Aid in Earth Quake
Disasters among Elementary Schoolchildren’s Guardians:
A Survey Study in Asahi City in Eastern Japan.

Jinmin WANG and Momoko KURIHASHI

Department of Risk and Crisis Management System, Faculty of Risk and
Crisis Management, Chiba Institute of Science

The purpose of this research is to examine how the guardians of schoolchildren evaluate the importance of
self aid, mutual aid and public aid in earthquake disasters. A questionnaire survey was administered for 151
guardians of 1st and 6th grade schoolchildren at 3 Asahi municipal elementary schools in Chiba Prefecture. The
main results were as follows. Firstly, at the pre-correspondence stage of earthquake disasters, public aid and
self-aid were rated equally important and these ratings were higher than that for mutual aid. Secondly, at the
stage immediately after the disaster, importance ratings declined in the order of public aid, self-aid, and mutual
aid. Finally, at the post-disaster stage, importance ratings of self and mutual aids were lower than that of public
aid. The results also indicated that the importance ratings of self, mutual and public aids change at each stage
of disaster response, according to the characteristics of individuals and family situations of the guardians.





