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Physical assessment skills in pharmacy practice

— Legal interpretation and Overview —
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After the introduction of 6-year education in pharmaceutical sciences, way of thinking is
changing on the pharmacy practice. Although it is important to dispense accurately as prescribed,
pharmacists will be required to be responsible for the outcome of drug therapy as a profession of
medicines in the future. Physical assessment can be a useful tool when the pharmacist evaluate the
efficacy and safety of drug therapy. Pharmacists are required to acquire the appropriate knowl-
edge and skills of physical assessment in order to improve the quality of drug therapy.

Definitions and legal interpretation of physical assessment by pharmacists, confirmation and
evaluation of vital signs, and the evaluation of typical side effects of medicines are summarized in
this review.
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