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Siblings of Children who have Profound Multiple
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Perception and Relationship of Parents about the
Siblings of Children who have Profound Multiple
Disabilities and are Medically Dependent at Home

Junpei SHIMONO and Maho ICHIHARA

Department of Nursing, Faculty of Nursing, Chiba Institute of Science

Purpose : This study examines and clarifies the parents’ perception and relationship of siblings of
children who have profound multiple disabilities and are medically dependent at home and to
consider how to offer nursing support to these families.

Methods : The data were obtained from parent(s) of seven children with profound multiple
disabilities and are medically dependent, using semi-structured interview-guide. The recorded
interviews were written into transcripts and inductively analyzed.

Results : Eight categories were identified : 1. encourage the family members to deal with the
situation by sharing the conditions of the family; 2. speculate the sibling's suppressed feeling by
paying consideration of family situation; 3. collaborate for childrearing of siblings due to the
requirement of the child care and management; 4. recognize of mental conflict arising from the
inadequacy of the caring with the sibling; 5. accept as normal relationships as possible for the
siblings with the child; 6. regard differences among children; 7. wish to avoid crisis, and 8.
perceive the child is not special in any case.

Discussion : Clinical nurses who would deal with parents should provide considerable support to
strengthen the relationships with the siblings and smooth transit to the child to care at home.



