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The authors developed a “science and environment” learning program, combined with the con-
cept of “Life Cycle Thinking” and experiential learning at Byoubugaura Geosite in Choshi Ge-
opark, enabling the 6th grade elementary school students to study geology better. Along with the
regular curricular in which they study how the formation has been constructed, this learning pro-
gram covered the topics to learn how the local land is currently being utilized, and how the local
environment is expected to change in the future. The purpose of this study was to identify the in-
fluence on the students’ attachment to the local community, and on individual / mass pro-environ-
mental activities by comparing those who have prior learning and not. The outcome showed that
their deeper understanding of the local environment could not ever happen without (1) efforts to
make the prior learning better structured and more interesting, and (2) commitments from the
teacher to encourage his / her students to take it seriously. To achieve that, one of the methods is
to take students outside, impress them with the wonder of nature, and encourage them to under-
stand scientifically what they've seen and felt. By understanding the value and amazement of the
local environment, the students turned out to feel more firmly the sense of belongingness to the
local community, and to be more willing to commit to individual pro-environmental activities.
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